Improving the results of virtual colonoscopy: what the future will bring.
Several studies show the possibility of using virtual colonoscopy in radiologic routine. To understand what its future holds, a deep insight into the techniques and pitfalls is mandatory. Currently, patient preparation and insufflation methods have to be improved because they represent the main source of pitfalls. Acquisition techniques currently provide only morphologic information, which is inadequate in the case of flat lesions. Functional information is needed but not yet available. Although the development of postprocessing techniques during the past few years has been rapid, virtual colonoscopy cannot yet be proposed as a screening technique. State-of-the-art technology, however, allows us to imagine that in the near future it will become a tool suitable for routine application.